








system clearly outperformed the
carburetor across the board. EFI
made better peak numbers and
better average numbers. With
both the carb and EFI, the
torque peak occurred at 5,100
for every combo except the Vic-
tor with EFI, where it occurred
at 5,000 rpm. Likewise, the
power peak occurred between
6,300 and 6,400, except with the
Victor EFL, where it was raised
to 6,600,

EFI’s advantage actually
increased at high rpm and was
most pronounced with the
Victor. Post-horsepower peak
drop-offt with the Victor/EFI
combe was mugh less pro-

and carburetor. Air/fuel ratio
and BSFC numbers indicate
the carb went excessively rich
on the top end, not unheard of
with Helleys. However, leaning
out the carb by reducing jet size
reduced low- and midrange
power, It is hard to get a carb
right throughout the test scale.
Correcting the problem at one
end of the operating range
mevitably compromises the
calibration at the opposite end.
True, some higher-end carbs
now have replaceable air
bleeds, which can be used by an
expert to fine-tune the fuel
curve, but that is much more
complex than simply remap-

However, it is conceivable that
playing with such adjustments
on a carburetor, if available,
could bring the carb back up
into contention.

Overall, with the carb and
Torker the engine made 728 hp
and 697 Ib-ft of torque. Switch-
ing to EFl netted a gain of 11 hp
and 4 Ib-ft, raising output to
740 hpand 701 Ib-ft. The Victor
turned in numbers of 745 hp
and 703 1b-ft with the carb, and
758 hp and 714 Ib-ft with EFL
This represents a gain of 13 hp
and 10 Ib-ft on the Victor for
EFl over the carb, and an over-
all 31 hp and 16-1b-ft increase
from the initial Torker/carb

Even with the Victor and EFI,
the engine behaved like it
needed more airflow. Those
free-flowing Bulldog heads
have a healthy appetite, and the
engine wanted even more cam
than its present 0.732/0,703-
inch lift, 278/288-degree dura-
tion [at 0.050) mechanical
roller. Miller says the engine
wants at least another 10
degrees duration and up to
0.100-inch more lift. But that
mandates even heavier
valvesprings and titanium
valves—adding even more
bucks. 5till, nearly 760 hp on an
“obsolete” Olds V-8, normally-
aspirated, with no power-
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